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EPHESIANS v. 14. 


| Awake thou thas ſleepeft, and ariſe from the Dead, and 
5 ESE CHRIST ſhall give thee Light. | 


1 SI, SON, diſcourfing on theſe Words, I ſhall, with 
| BY Is the Help of Gop, Hh 
N 1 Ys I. Deſcribe the Sleepers to whom they” 
bl N- K ſpoken. 3 
= II. Inforce the Exhortation Awake thou: 
'* that ſlepefl, and ariſe from the Dead, And, A 
III. Explain the Promiſe made-to ſuch as do awake 
and ariſe, CHRIST Hall give t hee Light. 
I. 1. And firſt, as to the Sleepers here ſpoken to. By 
= Sleep is ſignified the natural State of Man; that deep 


Sleep of the Soul into which the Sin of Adam hath caſt 


all who ſpring from his Loins; that Supineneſs, Indo- 
lence and Stupidity, that Inſenſibility of his real Condi- 
tion, wherein every Man comes into the World, and 
continues 'till the Voice of Gob awakes him. 

28. Now they that ſleeps ſleep in the Night, The State: 
of Nature is a State of utter Darkneſs ; a State wherein. 
* Darkneſs covers the Earth, and groſs Dartime/s the People, 
The poor unawakened Sinner, how much Kdowledge 


ſoe ver he may have, as to other Things, has no Know- 


ledge of himſelf: In this Reſpe& he &noweth Nothing yet 


4 he ought to know. He knows not that he is a fallen 
Spirit, whoſe only Buſineſs in this preſent World is to 
= recover from his Fall, to regain that Image of Gep 
* wherein he was created, He ſees no Neceſſi for the ane 
= Thing needful, even that inward univerſal Change, that 


4 Birth from above, (figured out by Baptiſm, ) which is the 


Beginning of that total Renovation, that Sanctification 


of Spirit, Soul and Body, without which no man Hall fee 
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3. Full of all Diſeaſes as he is, he fancies himſelf in 
perfect Health: Faſt bound in Miſery and Iron, he 
dreams that he is happy, and at Liberty. He ſays, Peace, 
Peace, while the Devil, as & frens Man armed, is in 
full Poſſeſſion of his Soul. He ſleeps on ſtill, and takes 
his Reſt, tho' Hell is moved from beneath to meet 
him; tho* the Pit from whence there is no Return, 
hath opened its Mouth to ſwallow him up: A Fire is 


kindled around him, yet he knoweth it not; yea, it 


burns him, yet he lays it not to Heart. ' 
4. By one who ſleeps, we are therefore to under- 


| ſtand (and would to Gop we might all underſtand it !) a 


Sinner ſatisfied in his Sins; contented to remain in his 
fallen State, to live and die without the Image of Goo : 
One who is ignorant both of his Diſeaſe, and of the 
only remedy for it: one who never was warned, or ne- 
ver regarded the warning Voice of Gop 7o fer from the 
Wrath to come One that never yet ſaw he was in Dan- 
er of Hell- fire or cried in the Earneſtneſs of his Soul, 
hat muſt I do to be Javed *- 
5. If this Sleeper be not outwardly vicious, his Sleep 
is uſually the deepeſt of all: Whether he be of the 
Laodicean Spirit, neither cold nor hot ; but a quiet, rati- 


onal, inoffenſive, good-natured Profeſſor of the Reli- 


gion of his Fathers; or whether he be zealons and or- 
thodox, and after the flraiteft Set of our Religion, lives a 
Pharijee, that is, according to the ſcriptural Account, 
one that zu/?;fies him/elf ; one that labours to labliſb bis 

own Righteouſneſs, as the Ground of his Acceptance with 


OD. | $077 
6. This is he, who, having the Form of Godlineſi, de- 
nies the Power thereof ; yea, and probably reviles it 
whereſoever it is found, as mere Extravagance and 
Deluſion. Mean-while, the wretched Self-deceiver 


thanks Gov that he zs not as otber Men are; Adulterers, 


Unjuft, Extortioners : No, he doth no Wrong to any 


Man. He fafts twice in the Week, uſes all the Means of 


Grace, 1s conſtant. at Church and Sacrament; yea, 
and gives Tythes of all that he has, does all the Good 
that he can: Touching the Righteouſneſs of the Law, he is 
blamel;s : He wants Nothing of Godlineſs, "e the 


tal 


Power ; ae Religion, but the Spirit; Nothing 
of Chriſtianity, but the Truth and the Life, _ 
7. But know ye not, that however highly eſteemed 
among Men, /uch a Chriſtian as this may be, he is an 
Abomination in the Sight of Gop, and an Heir of 
every Woe, which the Son of Gop Yeſterday, To- 
day, and for ever denounces againſt Scribes, and Pha- 
- riſees, Hypocrites He hath made clean the Outfide of the 
Cup and the Platter, but within is full of all Filthineſs, 
An evil Diſeaſe cleaweth ſtill unto him; ſo that his inward 
Parts are very Wickedneſs, Our Lok p fitly compares. 
him to a painted Sepulchre, which appears beautiful with- 
out; But nevertheleſs is full of d ad Mens Bones, and of 
all Uncleanneſs, The Bones indeed are no longer dry; 
the Sinews and the Fleſh are come upon them, and the Skin 
covers them above : But there is no Breath in them, no 
Spirit of the Living God. And if any Man have not 
the Spirit of Car1sT, he is none of His, Je areCuRIST'S 
if fo be that the Spirit of Gov dwell in you. But if not, 
God knoweth that ye abide in Death, even until now. 
8. This is another Character of the Sleeper here 
ſpoken to. He abides in Death, tho' he knows it not. 
He is dead unto Gop, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. For, 
to be carnally minded, is Death. Even as it is. written, 
by one Man Sin entered into the World, and Death by Sin © 
And fo Death paſſed upon all Men, not only temporal 
Death, but likewiſe ſpiritual and eternal. In the Day 
thou eateſt (ſaid Gop to Adam) thou ſhalt ſurely die: Not. 
bodily (unleſs as he then became mortal) but ſpiritu- 
ally; Thou ſhalt loſe the Life of thy Soul: Thow 
ſhalt die to Gop ; ſhall be ſ:parated from Him thy 
eſſential Life and Happineſs. 3 | 
9. Thus firſt was diffolved the vital Union of our 
Soul with God ; inſomuch that in - Mid/t natural 
Tui, we are now in ſpiritual Death. And herein we 
remain, *till the Second Adam becomes a quickning: 
Spirit to us, till He raiſes the Dead, the Dead in Sin, 
in Pleaſure, Riches, or Honours. But before any dead 
Soul can live, he hears, (hearkens to) he Voice of 
the Son of Gop.: He is made ſenſible of his loſt 
Eſtate, and receives the Sentence of Death in him<- 
felf, He knows himſelf to be dead while 3 


. 
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dead to Gop and all the Things of Gov : Having no 


more Power to perform the Actions of a living Chriſtian, 


than a dead Body to perform the Functions of a living 


Man. | 


10. And moſt certain it is, that one dead in Sin, 
has not Senſes exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual Good and Evil : 
Having Eyes he ſees not; he hath Ears, and hears not. 


He doth not aße and ſee the Lok it gracious, He 


hath not ſeen Gop at any Time, nor heard his Voice, nor 
handled the Word of Life. In vain is the Name of Jz-_ 


sus liie Ointment poured forth, and all his Garments 


nell of Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia. The Soul that ſleep- 


eth in Death, hath no Perception of any Objects of this 


Kind. His Heart is paſt feeling, and underſtandeth 


none of thefe Things. 


11. And hence, having no fpiritual Senſes, no Inlets 


of ſpiritual Knowledge, the natural Man receiveth nor 


the Things of the Spirit of Gop : Nay, he is ſo far from 


receiving them, that whatſoever is ſpiritually diſcern- 
ed, is mere Fooliſhneſs unto him. He is not content 
with being utterly ignorant of ſpiritual Things, but 
he denies the very Exiſtènce of them. And ſpiritual 


Senſation itſelf is to him, the Fooliſhneſs of Folly. How, 
faith he, can theſe Things be? How can any Man know 

that he is alive to Gon ? Even as you know, that 
your Body is now alive. Faith is the Life of the 
Soul; And if ye have this Life abiding in you, ye 


want no Mark to evidence it to you, but that HeνNν 
Trivue;®-, that divine Conſciouſneſs, that Witne/s of 
God, which is more and greater than ten thouſand 


" human Witneſſes. | 


12. If He doth not now bear Witneſs with thy Spi- 


rit, that thou art a Child of Gop. O that He might 
convince thee, thou poor unawakened Sinner, by his 
Demonſtration and Power, that thou art a Child of 
the Devil! O that as I propheſy, there might now be 


a Noiſe and a Shaking, and may the Bones come together, 
Bone to bis Bone. Then come from the four Winds, O 


| Breath, and breathe on theſe Slain, that they may we! 
And do not ye harden your Hearts, and reſiſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, who even now is come to convince 2 of Sin, 
egatien Son 
I. 


btcauſe you believe not on the Name of the only 
Go. | [ 
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II. 1. Wherefore Awake thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe 
7 from the Dead. Gon calleth thee now by my Mouth; 
and bids thee know thyſelf, thou fallen Spirit; thy true 
State, and only Concern below. What meaneſl theu O 
3 Sleeper ? Ariſe ! Call upon thy Gop, if % be. thy Gop 
¶ 20i/l thint upon thee, that thou pe iſb nut. A mighty Tem- 
Ipeſt is ſtirred up round about thee, and thou art ſink- 

ing into the Depths of Perdition, the Gulph of God's 
adgments, If chou would eſcape them, caſt thyſelf 
nto them. Judge e and thou Halt vor be judged 

the Lok p. 

2. Awake, awake ! Stand up this Moment, left 
Zhou driz4 at the Lon D's Hand the Cap of his Fury. Stir 
p thyſelf 70 lay hold on the Lord, the Lon b thy Riphte- 
Þ:/22/s, mighty to fave ! Shake by bf. from the Duſt. At 
Faſt, let the Earthquake of Govy's Threatnings ſhake 
ee. Awake and cry out with the trembling Goaler, 
hat muſt I ds to be ſaved? And never reſt, *till thou 
lievelt on the Load Jzsvs,. with a Faith which is 
s Gift, by the Operation of his Spirit. 

3. If I ſpeak to any one of you more than to ano- 
er, it is to thee, who thinkeſt thyſelf unconcerned 
this Exhortation. I have a Maſage from Gop unto 
. In his Name I warn thee to flee from the Wrath to 
Thou unholy Soul, fee thy Picture in condemned 
er, hinß! in the dark Dungeon, between the Soldiers, 
nd with two Chains, the Keepers before the Door 
ping the Priſon. The Night is far ſpent, the 
Morning is at Hand when thou art to be brought forth 
Execution. And in theſe dreadful Circumſtances} 
Nu art faſt aſleep ; thou art faſt aſleep in the Devil's 
ms, on the Brink of the Pit, in the Jaws of ever- 
ing Deſtruction. | 
. O may be Angel of the Losp come upon thee, and 
ee. ſhine into thy Priſon And mayſt thou feel the 
oke of an Almighty Hand, raiſing Then with, Ariſe 
quickly 9 gird thyſelf, and bind on thy Sandals, caſt wy 
ment about thee, and follow me ! 
. Awake thou everlaſting Spirit, out of thy Dream 
/orldly Happineſs. Did not God create thee for 
ſelf ? Then thou canſt not reſt, 'till thou reſteſt 


im. Return thou Wanderer. F ly back to thy — 
| 7. 


(8s) 
This is not thy home. Think not of building Taberna- 
cles here. Thou art but à Stranger, a Sojourner upon | 
Earth: A Creature of a Day, but, juſt launching out 
into an unchangeable State. Make Haſte, Eternity is 
at Hand. Eternity depends on this Moment. An E— 
ternity of Happineſs, or an Eternity of Miſery. | 
6. In what State is thy Soul? Was Gop while 1 
am yet ſpeaking, to require it of thee, Art thou ready 
to meet Death and judgment? Canſt thou ſtand in his 
Sight, who it of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ? Art 
thou meet to be Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light? Haſt thou fought a good Fight, and kept the Faith? 
Haſt thou ſecured he one Thing needful * Haſt thou re-. 
covered the Image of Gop, even Righteouſne/5s and true 
Holineſs ? Haſt thou put off rhe Old Man, and put on the Þ 
New ? Art thou cloathed upon with CHRIST? 1 
7. Haſt thou Oil in thy Lamp? Grace in thy 
Heart? Doſt thou love the Lord thy God, with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Mind, and with all thy Soul, and 
avith all thy Strength ? Is that Mind in thee, which was | 
alſo in CyrisT JESUS ? Art thou a Chriſtian indeed? 
1 That is, a new Creature? Are old Things paſt away, and WW; 
4 all Things become neu? ñ © 
bu 8. Art thou Partaker of the Divine Nature? Knowe// WW 
thou not, that CHRIST ts in thee, except thou be reprobate ? NF 


— 
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Knoweſt thou, that Gop gdvelleth in thee, and thou ing 
God, by his Spirit which He hath given thee? KnowellR 
thou not, that thy Body is a Temple of the Holy Ghoft, which 
thou haf of Goo? Haſt thou the Witne/s in 1hy/elf Wh 
The Earneſt of thine Inheritance? Art thou ſealed by thai Wh 
Spirit of Promiſe, unto the Day of Redemption? Haſt thou 
received the Holy Ghoſt - Or doſt thou ſtart at the Mu 
Queſtion, not bowing whether there be any Ho Es 
_ —_ % 
9. If it offends thee, be thou aſſured, that tho e 
neither art a Chriſtian, nor deſireſt to be one. Nayg-n 
thy very Prayer is turned into Sin; and thou haſt ſolemn{ha 
ly mocked Gop this very Day, by praying for % I 
© fpiration of his Holy Spirit, when thou didſt not belief 
| there was any ſuch Thing to be received. 


10. Ye 


n 
10. Yet on the Authority of Gop's Word, and our 
own Church, I muſt repeat the Queſtion, Ha/? thou 
teceived the Holy Ghoſt? If thou haſt not, thou art not 
yet a Chriſtian : For a Chriſtian is a Man that 1s 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power. Thou 
art not yet made a Partaker of the pure Religion, and 
undefiled. Doſt thou know what Religion is? That 
it is a Participation of Divine Nature: The Life of 
3 Gop in the Soul of Man: Carts7 formed in the Heart ; 
| CHRIST in thee, the Hepe of Glory: Happineſs and 

Holineſs: Heaven begun upon Earth: A Kingdem of 

God within thee; not Meat and Drink; no outward 

Thing; but Righteouſne/s, and Peace, and Jey in the Holy 

Ghoſt ; An everlaſting Kingdom brought into thy Soul, 
a Peace of Go, that paſſeib all Unatr/iauding; a Jey un- 
Jpeakatle, and full of Glory? — 

11. Knoweſt thou, that a Jesvs CRRISsT, neither 
Circumcifion availeth any Thing, or Uncircumcifion ; Fut 
Faith that werketh by Lewe; but a new Creation; Seeſt 
thou the Neceſſity of that Inward Change, that ſpiri- 
Stual Birth, that Life from the Dead, that Hclineſs ? 
nd art thou throughly convinced, that without it, 1d 
lan ſpall ſee the Logd ? Art thou labouring after it? 
Giving all Diligence lo make thy Calling and Election ſure ? 
Vorking out thy Jalvation with Fear and Tremiling ? Ago- 
xing to ener in at the trait Gate? Art thou in earneſt 
i bout thy Soul? And canft thou tell the Searcher of 
Hearts, Thou, O Gop art the Thing that J long for ! 
08RD, Thou knoweſt all Things, Thou knoweſt that 
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ve love thee! VV | | 
hy 12. Thou hopeſt to be ſaved—but what Reaſon haſt 
bou to give of the Hope that is in thee ? Is it becauſe 


hou haſt done no Harm? Or, hecauſe thou haſt done 
uch Good? Or, becauſe thou art not like other Men; 
Fut wiſe, or learned, or honeſt and morally good? 
W-fteeme of Men, or of a fair Reputation? Alas, all 
his will never bring thee to Gop. It is in his Ac- 
Fount lighter than Vanity. Doſt thou 4row JEsvs 
CHrIsT, whom be hath jent ® Hath he taught thee, 
bat y Grace abe are ſaved, thro Faith; and that, not of 
urfelwes ; it is the Gift of GOD; Not of Werks, left any 
Man ſpouli beaft ? Haſt thou received the faithfulSaying, 


__ 
— 
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as the whole foundation of thy Hope, that JIxs us 
CHRIST, came into the World to ſave Sinners ! Haſt thou 
| learnt what that meaneth, I came nos to call the Righteous, 
but Sinners, to Repentance? I am not ſent but to the loft 
Sheep ? Art thou (he that heareth, let him underſtand) 
loſt, dead? Damned already * —Doſt thou know thy 
Deſerts? Doſt thou feel thy Wants? Art thou p-or 


in Spirit? Mourning for Gop, and refuſing to be 


comforted ? Is the Prodigal come t himſelf, and well 
content to be therefore thought Se bimſelf, by thoſe 
who are ſtill feeding upon the Huſks which he had 
left? Art thou willing to live gediy in CHRIS Jesvs ? 
And doſt thou therefore ſuffer Per/ecution ® Do Men 
- Jay all Manner of Evil againſt thee falſly, for the Son of 
Man's Sake ? | a | 

13. O that in all theſe Queſtions ye may hear the 
Voice that wakes the Dead, and feel that Hammer of 
the Word, which breaketh the Rock in Pieces H ye will 


hear his Voice To-day, while it is called To-day, harden not | 

your Hearts, Now awake thou that ſlecpeſt in ſpiritual | 
Death, that thou ſleep not in Death eternal! Feel thy | 
loſt Eſtate, and arije from the Dead. Leave thine | 
own Companions in Sin and Death. Follow thou Je- } 
s us, and /et the Dead bury their Dead. Sawe thyſelf from | 


this untoward Generation. Come out from among them, and 


be thou ſeparate, and touch not the unclean Thing, and the 


Lok o Hall receive thee. CRISH ſhall give thee Light. 


III. 1. This Promiſe I come, laftly, to explain, 


And how encouraging a Conſideration is this, That 


whoſoever thou art who obeyeſt his Call, thou canſt 


not ſeek his Face in vain. If thou even now awwa#:/, | 


and ariſeſt, from the Dead. He hath bound himſelf to 


give thee Light. The Loa p ſhall give thee Grace and 
| Glory; the Light of his Grace here, and the Light of 
his Glory, when thou receiveſt the Crown that fadtth | 


not away. Thy Light all break forth as the Morning, and 


55 Darkneſs be as the Noon- Day. Gov, who commanadtth | 
the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſhall pine in thy Heart, 
70 give the Knowledge of the Glury of God in the Face of } 


Jesus CHRIST. On them that fear the Lox D, ſhall the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing in his Wings. And 
in that Day it ſhall be ſaid unto thee, A iſe, ſhine; for thy 
Light is come, and the Glory of the Lok Nis ariſen upon thee. 
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For Cur15sT hall reveal himſelf in thee. And he is 
the true Light. | 
2. Gov is the Light, and will give himſelf to every 
awakened Sinner that waiteth for Him: And thou 
ſhalt then be a Temple of the living Gov, and CHRIS 


{ ſhall dwell in the Heart of Faith: And being rooted and 


grounded in Love, thou ſhalt be able to comprehend with all 
Saints, what is the Breadth, and Length, and Heighth cf 
that Lowe of CHRIST which paſſeth Knowledge, that thou 
mayſs be filled with all the Fullneſs of Gov. 

3. Ye ſee your Calling, Brethren. We are called 
to be an Habitation of Gop through his Spirit: And thro? 
his Spirit dwelling in us, to he Saints here, and Partakers 
of the Saints in Lights So exceeding great are the Promi- 

ſes which are given unto us, actually given unto us who 
believe. For by Faith we receive not the Spirit of the 
World, but the Spirit which is of God, the Sum of all 
the Promiſes, that we may know the Things that are freely 
given to us of Gop. | ET K 

4. The Spirit of Car1sT is that gu Gift of Goo, 

which at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners He 
hath promiſed to Man, and hath fully beſtowed fince 
the Time that CnRIST was glorified. Thoſe Promiſes 
* made to the Father, he _ thus My [ 
"will put my Spirit within and cauſe you to walk in my 
Keanu {oil pour Hate upon him Js is thirfly, . 
Floods upon the dry Ground : I will pour my Spirit upon thy 
Seed, and my Bleſſings upon thine Offipringt. | 
$: Ye may be all living Witneſſes of theſe Things : 
Of Remiſſiou of Sins, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
If thou canſt believe, all Things are poſſible to him that be- 
hieveth. Who among you is there that feareth the Lon Dp, 
and yet walketh in Dar inſi, and hath no Light ? I aſk 
thee in the Name of Jzsvs, Believeſt thou that his Arm 
7s not ſhortned at all? That He is ſtill mighty to ave? 
That He is the /ame Yeſterday, Ta-day, and for ever ? 
That He hath now Power on Earth to forgive Sins ? 
Son, be of good Chear, thy Sins are forgiven. God for 
CarrsT's Sake hath forgiven thee. Receive this, 
mot as the Mora of Man; but as it is, indeed, the Word of 


= * Exch. xxxvi. 27. 185 + Jaiab xliv. * 5 - 


| 
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Gon ; and thou art juſtified freely thre? Faith. Thou ſhalt 


| be ſanRtified alſo thro? Faith which is in Jesvs, and 
mall ſet to thy Seal, even thine, that Gop Saib given 


unto us eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son. | 
6. Men and Brethren, let me freely ſpeak unto you: 


And / per ye the Word of Exhortation, even from one the 


leaſt eſteemed in the Church. Your Conſcience bear- 


eth you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that theſe Things 


are ſo, / % be ye have taſted that the LorD ts gracious. 
This is eternal Life, to know the only true God, and IEs us 
CnrisT whom He hath ſent. This is experimental 


Knowledge, and this alone is true Chriſtianity. He is 


a Chriſtian who hath received the Spirit of CHRIST. 
He is not a Chriſtian, who hath not received Him. 
Neicher is it poſſible to have received Him, and not 
know it. For“ a? the Day (when He cometh faith the 
Lon p) ye ſhall know, that I am in my Father, and you in 
Me, . J in you. This is that Spirit of Truth, whom the 
World cannot receive, becauſe it ſceib Him not, neither knows | 


eth Him: But ye know Him: for he qwelleth with you, and 


Hall be in you. 


. The World cannot receive Him, but utterly re- 
ecteth the Promiſe of the Father, been and 
laſpheming. But every Spirit which confeſſeth not 

this, is not of Gop. Yea, his 7s that Spirit of Arti- 
chriſt, auheregf ye have heard, that it ſhould come into the 
World, and emen now it is in the World. He is Antichrift, 
whoſoever denies the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
or that the indwelling Spirit of Gop is the common 
Privilege of all Believers, the Bleſſings of the 8 


the unſpeakable Gift, the univerſal Promiſe, the Cri- 


terion of a real Chriſtian. | & 
8. It nothing helps them to ſay, © We do not 
« deny the Aſſiſtance of Gop's Spirit; but only this 
* Inſpiration, this receiving the Holy Ghoſt, and being 
«« ſenſible of it. It is only this feeling 7. this Spirit, this 
te being moved by the Spirit, or filled with it, which 
« we deny to haye any Place in ſound Religion.“ But 
in ozly denying this, you deny the whole Scriptures, the 
whole Truth and Promiſe and Teftimony of Gov. 


—_—— 
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9. Our own excellent Church knows nothing of this 
deviliſn Diſtinction: But ſpeaks plainly of fezling the 


Spirit of CHRIST ; of being + moved by the Holy Gb, 
and knowing and t Feeling there is no other Name then that 
ef Jes us, whereby we can receive any Salvation. She 
teaches us alſo to pray for the || Infliration of the Hol, 
Spirit; yea, that we may be $ filled with the Holy 050. 


Nay, and every Preſbyter of her's, profeſſes to receive 


the Holy Ghoſt, by the Impoſition of Hands. Therefore 
to deny any of theſe, is, in Effect, to renounce the 
Church of England, as well as the whole Chriſtian Re- 
velation. WE: | | 
Io. But the Wiſdom of Gor was always Fooliſhne/s 
with Men. No marvel then, that the great Myſtery of 
the Goſpel ſhould be now alſo hid from the Wiſe and 
Prudent, as well as in the Days of Old; that it ſhould 
be almoſt univerſally denied, ridiculed: and exploded 
as mere Frenzy: And all who dare avow it ſtill, 
branded with the Names of madmen and Enthuſiaſts. 
This is that falling away which was to come: The ge- 
neral Apoſtac., of all Orders and Degrees of Men, 
which we even now find to have overſpread the Earth, 
Run to and fro in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ſee if you 
can find a Man; a Man, that loveth the Lox D his Goo 
with all his Heart, and ſerveth Him with all his 
Strength; How does our own Land mourn (that we 
look no father) under the Overflowings of Ungodli- 
neſs? What Villanies of ever» Kind are committed 
Day by Day? Yea, too often with Impunity, by thoſe 
who ſin with a high Hand, and glory in their Shame? 
Who can reckon up the Oaths, Curſes, Profanenefs, 
Blaſphemies, the Lying, Slandering, Evil-ſpeaking, 
the Sabbath- breaking, Gluttony, Drunkerneſs, Re- 
venge, the Whoredoms, Adulteries, and various Un- 
cleanneſs, the Frauds, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Extor- 
tion which overſpread our Land as a Flood? © 
11. And even among thoſe who have kept themſelve 
pure from thoſe groſſer Abominations, how much Anger 


1 ö 
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 * Art. 17. + Office of conſecrating Prieſis. f Viſitation 
of the Sick. || Collect before the Holy Communicn, & Oraer 
of Confirmation. . 
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and Pride, how much Sloth and Idleneſs, how much 

Softneſs and Effeminacy, how much Luxury and Self- 
Indulgence, how much Covetouſneſs and Ambition, 
dow much Thirſt of Praiſe, how much Love of the 


World, how much Fear of Man is to be found? Mean 
while, how little of true Religion ? For where is he 
that loveth either Gop or his Neighbour, as He hath 
given us.Commandment? On the one Hand are thoſe, 
who have not ſo much as the Form of Godlineſs : On 
the other, thoſe who have the Form only: There 
ſtands the open, there the painted Sepulchre. So that 
in very Deed, whoſoever were earneſtly to behold 4 
public gathering together of the People, (I fear thoſe 
in our Churches are not to be exceped) might eaſily 


perceive, that the one Part were Sadducees, and the other 


Phariſees The one having almoſt as little Concern a- 


bout Religion, as if there were no Re/urre4ion, neither 
Angel, nor Spirit : and the other making it a mere lifeleſs 


Form, a dull Round of external Performances, with- 
out either true Faith, or the Love of Gop, or Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt. 3 Y 

12. Would to Gop I could except us of this Place, 
Brethern, my Heart's DeGre, and Prayer to God for 
you is, that ye may be ſaved from this Overflowing 
of Ungodlineſs, and that here may its proud Waves 
be ſtay'd ! But is it ſo indeed? Gop knoweth, yea, 


and our own Conſcience, it is not. We have not kept 


ourſelves pure. Corrupt are we alfo, and abominable; 


and few are there that underſtand any more, few that 


worſhip Gop in Spirit and in Truth. We too are a 
Generation that ſet not our Hearts aright, and whoſe Spirit 
cleaveth not fledfaſily unto Gon. He hath appointed us 
indeed, to be the Salt of the Earth : But if the Salt hath 
oft its Savour, it is tbeucgfurth good for nothing, but to be 


caſſ out, and to be trodden under Foot of Men. 


13. And Sh 1 not viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the 
Loxp? Shall net my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 


tbis? Yea we know not how ſoon He may fay to the 
Sword, Saword, go through this Land! He hath given us 


a long Space to repent. He lets us alone this Year 
alſo : But He warns and awakens us by Thunder. 


His Judgments are abroad in the Earth. And we have | 


all 


n F 


all Reaſon to expect that heavieſt of all, even :. He 
ſhould come unto us quickly, and remove our Candleſtick out of 
its Place, except aue repent and do the firſt Works: Unleſs 
we return to the Principles of the Reformation, the 
Truth and Simplicity of the Goſpel. Perhaps we are 
now reſiſting the laſt Effort of divine Grace to ſave us. 
Perhaps we have well nigh filled the Meaſures of our Ini- 
quities, by rejecting the Council of Gop againſt our- 
ſelves, and caſting out his Meſſengers. | 

14. O Gop, i the midſt of Wrath remember Mercy J 
Be glorified in our Reformation, not in our Deſtruc- 
tion! Let us hear the Rod, and him that appointed it. Now 
that % Judgments are abroad in the Earth, let the In- 

babitants of the World learn Righteouſneſs, © 

15. My Brethren, it is high Time for us to awake 
out of Sleep, before the great Trumpet FA the Lok D be 
Hown, and our Land become a Field of Blood. O may 
e ſpeedily ſee the Things that make for our Peace 


pood LORD, and let thine Anger ceaſe from us. O LorD look 
down from Heaven, behold and wijit this Fine; and Cauſe us 
o know the Time of our Viſitation. Help us, O Gop of 
Salvation, for the Glory of thy Name: O deliver us, 
nd be merciful to our Sins, for thy Name's Sate And /o 
1] ave not go back from Thee. O let us live and we ſhall 


defore they are hid from our Eyes! Turn Thou us, O 


el! pen thy Name. Turn us again, O Lox D Gor f 


Jofts, ſpew the Light of thy Countenance, and we ſhall be 
bole, | 3 


Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
ho ve all that wwe can aſt or think, according to the Power 
bat eworketh in us, unto Him be Glory in the Church by 
HRIST JESUS throwghout all Ages, World without End, 
_— 8 | . 
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FREE THOUGHTS 


CONCERNING A. 


SEPARATION 


on THE 


PEOPLE. CALLED METHODIST, 


ion THE 
CHURCH or ENGLAND. 


ADDRESSED TO 


The Preachers in the Methodiſt Connestion. 


— — 
1 


By a LayMan of THE METHODIST SociETx. 


= 
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My Son, fear thou the Lord LE the King: and 
muddle not with them that are given to change. Ho- 


their calamity ſhall iſe ua : and who hnowet/ 5 
* 2, rum no; TOR both © 


"If Prov. xxiv. 23 


„K k_ : C 4 


| Printed in the Lear 1786, 


lieve, that body of pro 


FREE THOUGHTS, &c. 
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7 * think for himſelf is the hereditary Wight of 


every man born into the world. Since then 


a Separation of the People called Methodiſts from 

the Church of England is become at preſent a 

common Topic of converſation, it ſeems lawful 
for every man to offer his free thoughts upon that 
Subject. I ſhall therefore beg leave to throw out 


a few remarks as they occur to my mind, and ſhall 


leave it to the candid Reader to judge for himſelf. 


But before I proceed, I ſhall juſt briefly enquire 
1ſt, What is the Church of England? 2dly. Who 
are the Methodi/ts ? wy F 
Iſt. What is the Church of England? By the 


Church of England is generally underſtood, I be- 
| Eſfng Chriſtians who wor- 
ſhip God according to the form laid down in the 


Book of Common Prayer, and who profeſs to be- 
lieve the Creeds and hold the Doctrines therein 


contained. This Church is governed by a Pri- 
mate, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and the inferior Or- 
ders of the Clergy, each in fubordination to ;the 


other according to their reſpective offices, and-all 


in ſubordination to his Britannic Majeſty, So;that 


no material alteration can be made either in the Go- 
Church 


vernment, Form, or Doctrine of this 
| 7 9 855 Without 


ar 


Without his conſent, who is ſtyled “ Defender of 
the Faith.“ - Mes 


the example, and by the advice of Mr. W—, . 


” * F n * 
4 * e „ 1 
D > p þ + * » = * 
* 1 : m 
- * . * * Dun. 3 
9 ” * 
- oy As 
7 8 . 9 - 
ſ . P . 9 
1 LAS 
3 % =o 3 : 
. F 4 
: P : 
"*% 1 


2d; Who are the age ? They are a Com- 
pany of religious people raiſed up in the Church of 
England (for the Diſſenters gathered in among 
them are comparatively few) whoſe firſt Teachers 
were, and ſtill are Miniſters of that Church. Theſe 
firſt Inſtruments of God, finding their work to in- 
creaſe beyond what they could attend to, and having 


no other ordained Clergymen to aſſiſt them, at 
length conſented to be aſſifled by thoſe Laymen, who 


were raiſed up and /-parated by God for this work. 
Thefe Laymen were called Methoaiſt Preachers, not | 
/dinijiers , their call being not to baptize but preacn 
the Goſpel (as they thiemſelves profeſſed) and God 


abundantly witncfled by the converfion of thou- 


ſands and tens of thouſands. And this converſion 


was not from one Syſtem of opinions to another; 
but from Sin and Satan to the living God; yea, 
many were converted from the moſt abandoned 
wickedneſs, and became holy and devoted men; 


and that, becauſe theſe ſpecial Meſſengers of God 
(for ſuch they may be called) according to the ex- 


ample ſet them, ruſhed not only into every opening 


door, but ſought the vagrant Souls in the fields, in 


the ſtreets, and lanes of the City; not counting 
their lives dear to themſelves, fo they might finiſh . 
their courſe with joy, and fave ſome of the precious 


Souls for whom Chriſt died. All this time, after 


under whoſe care they Jaboured, they continued in 
the Church; nor was this continuance at any time 


_ contrary to the judgment of the majority of them 
when in Conference aſſembled. To theſe extra- 
ordinary Ambaſſadors of Chriſt have been added, of 


late years, two or three Clergymen, whoſe hearts 
God ſtirred up to aſſiſt in this glorious work. 
Why then ſhould theſe ſeparate from the Church 


„ E 
now ? Is it becauſe the Government of the Church 
is not Apoſtolical ? No; — That is not yet made a 

Matter of Conſcience; whatever it may be when a 

Separation is determined upon. 


Is it becauſe the form of Divine Service is not 


Apoſtolical? No; for, though the Preachers in 


general make no uſe of tlie form of prayer appointed 
by the Church. Service; yet they do not condemn 
it, looking on modes of worſhip and? forms ot 


prayer (as they juſtly. may) to be non-eſffentials. 


Is it becauſe the Doctrines of the Church are not 


pure? No, certainly. Theſe they hold and ſtrenu- 
. ouſly contend for, as they are contained in the Pook 
of Common Prayer and the Homilies. 


Is it then that the Churches are ſhut againſt them 
noto, or that they cannot have the Ordinances of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper? No, aſſuredly. 
They never were more welcome to the Churches 
of Great-Britain-and- Ireland than now; many of 
the Clergy finding a ſecret pleaſure in having ſuch a 
number of Communicants. But. 

One Argument for the Separation is, —“ The 


Clergy are not converted men, not experienced in 
the work of God upon the Soul; therefore they 


are not fit to miniſter in holy things, nor can a bleſs- 
ing attend what they do.“ —It is to be feared in- 
deed that few are-converted, in the general accepta- 
tion of the word; yet ſeveral of them fear God, 


and unleſs it is firſt proved that tlie bleſſing depends 


on the intention or faith of the miniſter, and not on 
that of the worthy Communicant, the argument 
above is inconcluſive. Beſides, the experience of 
thouſands of the Met hodiſts, whoſe minds were not 
poifoned by thoſe who rail againſt the Church and 
Clergy, proves that God will bleſs his own Chil- 
dren by any means. And in this caſe we may ap- 
ply the Prophet Jſaiah's words: Strangers ſhall 


and and feed your flocks, and the fons of the. alien 


fall | 


hall be your playghmen and vine-dreſſers. (Iſaiah 
Ixi. 5.) Would not the Criminal deſerve to die, 
who ſhould refuſe the King's pardon becauſe it was 


brought by the hand of a condemned perſon ? 


A Second Argument is“ We loſe many of 
thoſe children whom we have begotten by the Goſ- 
pe, and who are therefore very dear to us, becauſe 
we have not the Ordinances regularly amongſt us.”” 
Now, ſuppoſing it to be granted that ſome have left 
us and joined Diſſenting Congregations ; yet I muſt - 


1 obſerve 1ſt. many of theſe were originally Diſſen- 
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ters, or had imbibed Republican principles; fo that 
to them the tranſition was very eaſy : beſides, very 
few of theſe went away until their love to God and 

their Brethren began to wax cold; then they were 
_ eaſily offended, and ſo ſeparated, zdly. Among 
ourſelves have. men ariſen ſpeaking perverſe things 
againſt the Church, and taught, both by example 
and perſuaſion, that pernicious cuſtom of ſtrolling 

from one Diſſenting Congregation to another; 
which cauſed ſeveral to ſeparate from us. It had 
been well perhaps if theſe rotten members had been 

cut off before they infected thoſe that were ſound. 
Idly. On the other hand, well meaning men 
amongſt us have oppoſed the favourite tenets or doc- 

trines of Diſſenters with a zeal far removed from 
the meekneſs recommended by the Apoſtle to T:- 

mot hy (2 Tim. ii. 24, 25.) and this cauſed others 
to depart. 4thly. Some amongſt us preach only 

a part of the Goſpel : nor are they content unleſs . 
they contradict their brethren who hold out holineſs 

as the prize of our high calling here. By this very 
thing thouſands are prevented Nom running the race. 
ſet before them ; and having nothing more in view. 
after Juſtification, no other Goal to run to, or prize 


to contend for, they fall into Calvinian dotages, or, 
with Demas, love the preſent world again. 
Mr. W — in his Tour through the Kingdom 
| 5 A + finding 
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anding one Society much decreaſed, upon inquiry. 


found they had left off going to Church; upon 


which he remarks in his Journal, It is no wonder 


they ſhould leave us.“ 3 

But will our having the Ordinances, &e. prevent 
our people from going away? Does it effectually 
prevent it in London, where thoſe very Clergymen 
who are pillars in the work, officiate? No,—and if 
not, how much leſs, when Lay-Preachers are or- 
dained to officiate, ' againſt which Ordination both 


Churchmen and. Diſſenters have their prejudices. 


Again, it may be argued, —< "The Church of- 
England is fallen, therefore we ſhould ſeparate from 
her.” —Yes, if we wiſh to pull her down... This 
reaſon may be plauſible but not ſolid. For, 1004 
ſhe is not fallen ſo long as there are ſo many thou- 
ſands ſtill in connection with her who know the 
truth as it is in Jeſus. Nor, /econdly, is there any 
Scripture ground for ſeparating any further than we 
have done. We are ſeparated 2 the immo- 
rality of fallen Church-Men, and by our Chriſtian 


fellowſhip among ourſelves reprove the want of it in 


others; and ſo they underſtand it, and have often 
wiſhed* we would feparate, for then we would be 
no longer a reproof to them. Beſides there is no 


_ «anger of our members being corrupted by the 


Church; and there is ſome ground of hope that 


they, as many have been, will be ſan ified by us; 
as a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. | 


Again, others may roundly aſſert, —< The time 
is fully come that. we ſhould be. an independent 
Body of Chriftians.*” If God has made this known, 
J wiſh to know how? Is it by his word, or by 
His providence ? If by his word, I confeſs my- 
ſelf ignorant of it. Indeed by Moſes he com- 
mands the Jſraelites to ſeparate themſelves from 
the Tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram; but I 
ſuppoſe none amongſt the Met hodiſts will concluds 
that the church is in the State of thoſe wicked e 
. 3 | en 
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take place after Mr. W 
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did he, who hath the ſeven Spirits of God, com- 


mand thoſe in Sardis who had not defiled their gar- 
ments, to ſeparate from their dead Paſtor or the reſt 


when they ſpread Sedition through the- Camp. Nor. 


of the congregation.—If it is by his providence, 


what are the circumſtances ? Is it becauſe the of- 
fence or ſcandal of Lay- Preachers is in a - great 
degree ceaſed? Becauſe we are becoming honourable, 


therefore our ambition is fired to become ſtill more 
honourable ? O curſed ambition! what devaſtation 


haſt thou made in heaven and earth, among both 


Angels and Men! There is no ſafer rule to judge of 
the will of God by his providence, than by the ſuc-. 


our laymen on the preſent plan; and this is corro- 


| borated b the very little uſe he has made of any 


perſon who got ordained and ſeparated from us. 


Therefore let every man abide in his calling ac- 


cording to the will of Gd. 


hd 


ceſs he has been pleaſed to give to the labours of 


Hut here it may be ſtill further argued, “ The 


1 good effects of a ſeparation are already ſeen in the 


ontinent of Anerica. Whatever may be ſaid a- 


bout the American States; or ſuppoſing that Pro- 


vidence may. have there pointed out the way; yet 


the reaſons upon which that Separation took place. 


have no exiſtence either in Great-Britain or Jre- 


land : therefore till we are on the ſaine footing, its. 
good effect there has nothing to recommend it here. 
gut as it 1s probable that a Separation wall 


in his life-time ?*”” No. At is neither probable that it 
well take place; and even admitting it Dua, it will 


not be done better now. It is not probable; be- 


cauſe, as a matter of ſuch importance cannot take. 


place till it is firſt inveſtigated and fully conſidered 


in general Conference, it will be found that there. 
are ſtill two for one among the Preachers, who. 


— 


's deceaſe, is it not bet- 
ter that whatever is done in that way ſhould be done 


know their calling, and prefer the ſaving ſouls in the 
goed old way (a way approved by God and man). 
to the honour and ſnare of a Gown, and the dan- 
ger of becoming as /alt that has loft its ſavour. But 
admitting the neceiſity of the thing, it will not be 
better done now. The Cauſe of God would be 
hurt thro? the indelible blot it would fix upon Mr. 
Ws Character as long as his name ſhall be re- 
membered. If he, after the aſtoniſhing labours of 
near half a century in the itinerant Plan, in ſpite of 
honour and diſhonour, in the greateſt contempt of 
worldly glory ; and after having begotten. by the- 
Goſpel a glorious company of Sons, with whom he 
was not aſhamed to ſpeak with his enemies in the 
ate; if he, I ſay, even he himſelf, ſhould hold out to 
theſe his Sons the Soul-deſtroying bait of worldly. 
glory, the- damning honour that cometh of men, by. 
putting a gown on them which they did not ſeek or 
expect; what would the world ſay, what would it 
think? Beſides, if he ſhould proceed as he has be- 
gun; it would be highly injurious to the ſenſe, to 
the feelings, and to the character of the moſt re- 
ſpectable of the Preachers. Lo their ſenſe, by not. 
conſulting them in open Conference ; to their feel- 
ings, by raiſing ſome to ſuch dignity over them,; 
and to their character, by holding them out to the 
world as leſs worthy. Though the above reaſon-. 
may ſeem plauſible or ſound policy to ſome; yet, 
methinks, it is not ſound Divinity to »/e decezt. 
Oh! who will ſtand forth and ſhew our aged Father 
and friend theſe rocks againſt which the Ship is like 
to be daſhed in pieces? O that ſome good Angel 
would take him by the hand and lead him through- 
this thorny maze which is ſtrewed with flowers of 
Satan's creating! 5 
Ariſe ye TRUE ſons of the grey-headed Elijah; 
and let not his laurels be trodden in the duſt. Let 
not his glory be tarniſhed. Te have yet TEN parts 


I. 


—— 
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in this Son and Servant of God. Let no ſon of 
Bichri ſay, To thy tents, O 1/rael,” and leave him 


to himſelf. Or if any one ſhould ſay fo, do ye ſay 
with Eliſba, © as the Lord liveth, and as thy foul 


liveth, we will not leave him.” What an odium 
would theſe bring upon this Servant -of God, who 
would cauſe him to nullify what has been publiſhed 


to the world as his mature. reſolves concerning the 


Church, in conjunction with thoſe with whom he 
conferred | See the anſwers to ſeveral queſtions in 
the Mites of Conference, together. with Mr. 
W 's twelve reaſons againſt a Separation from 
the Church printed many years ago, beſides what 


he has ſaid occaſionally upon the ſubject in conver- 


ſation, in private letters, from the Fulpit and from 
the Preſs. VVV e 
That a Separation from the Church at this time 


can be of no real uſe to the intereſts of religion, is, 


methinks, already apparent from What I have al- 


ready hinted ; but the evils conſequent upon it may 
{till more fully appear by ſhewing what we are 
likely to ſuffer or loſe by ſuch a Separation. | 


Firſt, as many who are zealous for the Church 


have joined our Societies, we may conclude that, 
upon a Separation, many of theſe will be offended ; 


ſome will withdraw, and in future few that are thus 
zealous will unite with us : for, thoſe in general that 
are ſaved from bigotry are eſtabliſhed- believers, 


not half awakened ſinners... | | 


Again, as .a Separation implies Ordination (and 
vice verſa) this, in ny apprehenſion, is attended 
with a train of, evils. The thing itſelf, as to the 


manner, is- new. in this age, and liable to many 

abjections; but waving theſe for the preſent, and even 
admitting the legality of the Inſtitution, who can 
deny that any three of thoſe Elders thus ordained, 

may not as lawfully ordain whom they. pleaſe? 
Beſides, Ordination will be a bone of contention, 


or. 
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[ 30, 
or apple of diſcord among the Preachers; for it 
will be impoſſible to chuſe ſuch as may be thought 
moſt proper, or indeed any without giving huge 
_ offence to others. How hardly do ſome Year to 
have one of their brethren appointed Aſſiſtant over 
them (as it is called) although his truſt is but tem- 
porary, and his office not the moſt eligible, on ac- 
count of the care and labour it requires How much 
harder will it be for ſuch to bear that. their inferior, 
both in ſenſe and uſefulneſs, and perhaps Junior 
Brother ſhould be preferred before them, and pri- 
vileged to approach the Altar of God, while they are 
fenced off to mix with the populace, or go away 
without a crumb ; and eſpecially when this prefe- 
rence is not temporary, as the Officg of an Afifant, 
but for life. 5 | 3 
Again, thoſe who are rejected, will rarely be pre- 
ſerved from ſpeaking evil of the Inſtitution, and of 
their brethren; who, however holy, will ſcarcely 
be preſerved from giving offence; AR they will be 
watched with 4 jealous eye, and many will be ready 
to fay th them, Ve take too much upon you, ye 
Sons of Levi. — Thus the bond of union, which 
has ſo long ſubſiſted upon the primitive plan, will 
de weakened, and divifions moſt probably enſue. 
Beſides, as theſe Gownſmen increaſe in number, the 
Government will more and more devolve upon 
hem; ſo that if the obnoxious Deed ſhould remain 
in full force and virtue, one of theſe Clergymen may 
be continued for life in whatever place he chuſes to 
> >, reſide. A very deſirable thing indeed! But hereby 
„te itinerant plan will be gradually weakened, or 
-— * = eontinined only by the rat /ads upon trial. Or if 
ii above is denied to any of our canonical brethren, 
are in ſuch a capacity of ſeparating and ſetting 
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' Mor their own hand as they never were in before. 
— us 


a 
open; | 
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open an Aſylum for every diſaffected E p-n, 


M——r, and p r in the kingdom; and ſo divi- 


ſions and ſubdiviſions are likely to enſue until they 
have rent the Church and ſcattered her Members 


like the limbs of, Abſyrtus's body. 7 
It js truly aſtoniſhing indeed that men who are 


entruſted with the care of ſouls ſhould ſo readily x 


adopt the Devil's maxim“ Divide and then de- 


ſtroy. It is ſtrange to tell, that after 1700 years 
experience the preſent generation ſeems to be no 
wiſer than thoſe that are gone] Here I might refer 
my reader to the hiſtory of the Church of Corinth 


in St. Paul's day. I might remind him of the di- 


viſion which broke out in the Second Century be- 
_ tween Victor, Biſhop of Rome, and the Aſiatic 


Churches concerning Eaſter. I might point him 


to the controverſy which aroſe between the fame 
Churches and Stephen, Biſhop of Rome, concerning 


the baptiſm of heretics in the Third Century. To 


the ſtill more violent one in the Fourth. entury, | 
upon the Election of the Biſhopiof Charthage, by the 


African Biſhops, without waiting for the approbation 


of thoſe of Numidia. To the ſhocking ſeenes which! / 
enſued in the Fifth Century upon the excommu- 
nication of Ne/torius by Cyril, Biſhop of Alexandri 


and to the controverſy in the ſame Century betwee 


Pelagius and heated Auguftin. I might lead me 
reader through the Labyrinth of controverſy ard its 
effects down through every ſeceeding age to the 


Sixteenth Century, when the Devil, as uſual, di- 
vided thoſe eminent men Martin Luther and others, 


whom God raiſed up in that day to reform his 


Church : nay, we might come ſtill near home, and 


behold with Sorrow the effects of that diviſion 
which he cauſed between Meſſrs. n W——y, 
and G—e W-—4, in the preſent Century: 

ſenſibly feel to the preſent * f 9 ; 
: 3 | K 


and which W 
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I. fhall not dwell on theſe melancholy ſcenes, and, 
after having pointed out one evilgonlequence more 

| 3 from a Separation, I ſhall conelude. 
hile the preſent Plan continues, if a Preacher 
prefers eaſe to labbur, or if his health will not bear 
the fatigue of an Itinerant, he generally thinks of 
Providing for himſelf and family, if he has one, in 
ſome way of trade or huſineſs; and ſome iat have 
thus retired are uſeful in their place, and are an ho- 
nour to us without any expence. But when any 
have got a Gown, we cannot expect that they will 
retire, and fink into 'obſcure farmers or common 
tradeſmen. Be this far from them, ſo to degrade. 
their office, or retire without a penſion ! Or-if ſome 
af theſe Reverend Gentlemen ſhould be excluded 
from the Methodiſt Connection on account of their 
immorality, &c. &c. will they not turn Buck/e- 
A alivelitood Yes, and-to theſe will re- 
ſort every — Senſualiſt who deſires to de- 
ceive a woman under the pretext of marriage, and 
after he has had his deſire, will ſpurn her from his 
preſence, telling her: it was no legal marriage. Is 
not this then asthe letting out of water, and who 
ſhall gather it up? Is it not about to deluge the 
whole Land ? Save, Lord, or thy Servants perith! 
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